












THE SMC STUDENT 
by Mark Peterson 

.... There's a new student 
on campus - - it's you. What 
are "you" like? According to 
the SMC enrollment statistics, 
the majority are female 
Vocational/Technical students 
with fulltime status. Of the 
1, 737 students enrolled for the 
fall 1977 semester, 329 fell into 
the female V IT category, 
while 126 female, full time, 
Arts/Science students made 
up the minority. 
It is difficult to generalize on 

what type of person chooses 
SMC to continue his educa-
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ti on. For each student 
enrolled, there is probably a 
different reason, but a general 
student profile can be seen by 
considering several factors. 

For example, where do SMC 
students come from? During 
the fall '77 semester, 50% of 
all students were in-district, 
and 40% were out-of-district. 
9.8% fell into the out-of-state 
category and .2% of the 
student body were from 
foreign countries. The 
majority of full time students 
were out-of-district females 

while the majority of part time 
were in-district females. A 
total of 688 students attended 
their first collegiate semester 
at SMC during the fall, 944 
returned from the previ_ous 
semester, and 105 were 
transfer students. 
According to William 

Spencer, Vice-President For 
Instruction, the average age of 
the SMC student is 27. This 
indicates the popularity of 
being on a part time basis, 
which 44% of the students 
were during the fall '77 

PARKING SITUATION NO SNOW JOB 
by Deborah J. Bums 

In the past few weeks the 
campus has had a taste of the 
inevitable. Snow (a yearly 
occurrence) has reduced avail­
able campus parking by 
approximately 400 spaces. It 
has also made parking lines 
difficult, if not impossible, to 
see. So cars have been 
crowded together in crooked 
rows so narrow in places that 
even Volksies would have 
trouble getting through. The 
phrase ''Someone should do 
something" comes to mind. 
Someone has, but what? and 

is it enough? 
SMC is a commuter college, 

so it would seem that anyone, 
in order to get to the campus, 
would have to drive or be 
driven. But because of varied 
schedules, still few students 
practice car-pooling. The two 
parking lots on campus have, 
until now been adequate for 
the amount of students driving 
to school. But SMC is expand­
ing, and soon the parking lots 
will be filled to capacity with­
out snow. 

The problem at hand is not 
only lack of available parkiq,g 
spaces, but also utilization of 
those we have wisely. One 
student noted that there is still 
a parking problem when there 
is no snow. 
0.L. "Bud" Vecellio, dean of 

student services, has repeat­
edly asked the Sou 'wester to 
remind students of SMC 

parking stickers which may be 
obtained free of charge from . 
his office. He says that, unless 
a car displays the sticker on its 
rear window, he is powerless 
to alert the driver of an acci­
dent or of the possibility that 
the car's lights are on. With 
the parking sticker number, 
the student services office can 
look up the driver's class 
schedule and track him/her 
down. 
This could be a good system, 

but has its faults. The first of 
these is lack of publicity. 
Parking stickers are not 
mentioned at all in the school 
catalogue, and no signs have 
been posted stating that 
stickers are necessary. They 
are mentioned in the student 

handbook, but few students 
can be found who carry the 
student handbook , or even 
have picked one up. 
The student should suspect 

that parking stickers are avail­
able somewhere, as most 
colleges use some parking 
regulation system. The 
second problem is motivation. 
"Why get a sticker that 
doesn't cost anything and isn't 
mandatory?" asks the 
student. 
Then arises the question of 

whether stickers are at all 
necessary in order to have a 
system enabling the "tracking 
down" of students. It would 
be simpler and much less 
expensive to require the 
student to furnish his license 
plate number(s) on his applica­
tion for classes. The license 
plate numbers could be filed in 
order, just as the sticker 
numbers now are. There 
would be no need for printing 
of parking stickers, and each 
license number would auto­
matically be on file. Some may 
feel this information to be 
private, and that furnishing it 
violates their privacy. 
Actually, it would help insure 
their safety and be no worse 
than providing social security 
numbers , which are required 
and used as student I.D.'s. 
Another problem is SMC's 

abundance of extension and 
evening students, who partic 
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semester, for many are 
continuing their education 
while holding down a steady 
job. 

25% of the student body 
attends night classes while 
another 24% combine day and 
evening classes. Daytime 
students make up the slight 
majority with 51 %. 
It is difficult to generalize on 

what type of person attends 
SMC, but by examination or 
exposure to the previous 
statistics, a general student 
profile can be established . 

ularly in the evening would get 
no benefit with or without a 
sticker. There is nobody in the 
office to check a license 
number or sticker number in 
the evenings or at extension 
centers. 
If parking stickers are to con­

tinue , they should carry a fee , 
proceeds of which would fund 
repair and expansion of 
parking areas as needed. A 
minimum fee should be 50 
cents. 

Penalties should be initiated 
for lack of parking sticker, 
improper parking or other 
breaches of driver courtesy. 
The fees and penalties should 
be included in the soon-to-be­
published new school cata­
logue, and provision for 
enforcement established. 

Currently the only enforce­
ment on parking comes from 
the State of Michigan, which 
enforces the parking reserved 
for handicapped persons. If a 
vehicle has to be moved, the 
Cass County Sheriff's Depart­
ment is called. 

SMC is growing at a steady 
rate, and someday we may 
find ourselves wondering why 
something wasn't done about 
the parking situation before it 
was too late. Let's consider 
the alternatives, not all of 
which are listed here , but also 
let us not forget the inevitable 
when spring melts this 
snow. 



The Soa'We8ter 
PETERSON SEES 'MOONFLO,VER' 

by Mark Peterson 

For over a decade Carlos 
Santana has lead his band 
through many musical stages, 
ranging from the early Latin 
American rock as heard in 
"Evil Ways" and "Persua­
sion" to his present intense 
jazz stage heard on the 
"Amigos" and "Festival" 
Lp's. Although their style has 
changed. it has not lost the 

-raw power that Santana ha·s 
always possessed. With the 
familiar pounding rhythm 
section of congos and bongos 
backing Carlos' lead guitar 
prowess, Santana's latest 
release ''Moon flower'' is 
everything expected from such 
talent and more. 

Of the double Lp's twenty 
songs, eleven are previous 
recorded cuts with the special 
magic of live Santana. Of par­
ticular note is the old favorite 
"Black Magic Woman" fol-
lowed immediately by the fast 
paced "Gypsy Queen", both 
off the "Abraxas" album. 
These songs are brought to life 
by Carlos Santana's excellent 
guitar work, which is spot­
lighted by the concert setting. 
Also of the live tracks, "Dance 
Sister Dance" and "Carnival" 
represent the newer musical 
advances while accenting the 
bands talented vocalist Greg 
Walker. Drummer Graham 
Lear is featured doing his solo 
in the middle of the old 
standard "Soul Sacrifice", 
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·proving that Santana is not " 
one man show but a group of 
abounding talent. 
The remaining nine cuts of 

the album are new studio 
tracks, including the remake of 
the Zombies' "She's Not 
There", done in dynamic 
fashion which was released as 
the band's latest single. 
Possibly the best of the new 
cuts is an instrumental entitled 
"El Morocco", which again 
features the guitar of Carlos 
Santana, this time playing a 
complicated melodic pattern 
that gives the song great 
intensity. "I'll Be Waiting" is 
a laid back, mid-tempo song 
that flows with the soothing 
voice of Walker as well as 
contributions from the hands 
of keyboardist Tom Coster. 

Featuring both new and old 
compositions, Moonflower is 
certainly worth listening to. It 
represents Santana's changing 
throughout the years with 
songs from every stage of 
revision, all performed to 
perfection. 

CATCH SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER 

by Daniel M. Klute 

Saturday Night Fever, the 
popular movie grossing a 
million dollars a day, is more 
than just a flashy way of get­
ting some disco dance steps on 
the screen. It is a revival of 
those wonderful dance movies 
of the 40's, but done in the 
modern dance and ways of the 
70s. 
The magical twist and excite­

ment held by John Travolta 

and Karen Gorney ap­
peals to today's audience 
much like the magical move­
ments between Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers did several 
years ago. 

But the film has more in it 
than dance. It presents an 
underlying plot. It is that of a 
young man in a big city trying 
to slowly grow out of the street 
gang atmosphere and find his 
place in society. The movie 
constantly brings out the real­
ness of the movie world, such 
as Travolta winning a dance 

.contest because he's white in­
stead of the best dancer, or 

\
Karen Lynn Gorney, the lead, 
living with a man to get ahead 
in her job. Bobby (a friend of 
Travolta's), near the end, does 
a tightrope act on the Brooklyn 
Bridge because he can't take 
being called a coward and re­
jected by the others in the 
film, bringing the movie to a 
climax as he falls. 

The camera produced a lot of 
the movie's mood. In the 
beginning it zooms in on 
Travolta's feet, forshadowing 

'his talents as a dancer. The 
camera also does closeups of 
Travolta, using many different 
colored lights to set moods, 
such as one of the main dances 
where a blue haze is cast over 
both him and Gorney to show 
that everything was working 
out. 

Another main thing brought 
out in the movie was the 
ridiculousness of stereotypes, 
such as: only girls clearing 
dinner dishes and washing 
them, or homosexuals carrying 
purses and acting like women. 

Yet even another theme i~ 
brought out when Travolta's 
brother, the priest, gives up 
the priesthood and realizes he 
can't be what the family ex­
pected him to be. This makes 
Travolta realize he must be 
himself and work toward his 
goal in life. 

Although it lacks in plot, the 
talent shown in dancing and 
the music performed by the 
Bee Gees, makes this movie 
worth seeing more than once. 
So "catch the fever" and see it 
today. 

TAKE FIVE 

by Barb McKie 

RACHEL, THE RABBI'S 
WIFE is a first novel by Silvia 
Tennenbaum and is on its way 
up the best seller list. This is 
another "two people finding 
themselves" and the story is a 
bit labored at times. Borrow, 
don't buy a copy if you feel you 
must read it. 
FLESH AND BLOOD by Pete 

Hamill is a fight story, the 
usual rise from obscurity to 
fame. FLESH AND BLOOD is 
also a love story, not the usual 
boy meets girl. Not a book to 
give to Grandma on her birth­
day. 
MURDER, INK ''perpetrated 

by" Dilys Winn is a must read­
must own for every mystery 
fan. It covers not only "who 
done it" but where, when, 
why and how they did it. 
Poisons, the English Bobby, a 
list of all-time best mysteries 
and much more are included in 
this great anthology. 
REMOTE CONTROL by 

Frank Mankiewicz and Joel 
Swerdlow is a comprehensive 
survey of the studies on the 
question of violence and 
television and the immense 
impact television has on us. 
Whether you agree with the 
studies or not, this is a thought 
provoking book. 
If you liked James Herriot's 

ALL CREATURES GREAT 
AND SMALL, you will also 
enjoy ZOO VET by David 
Taylor. Taylor is a veteri­
narian who specializes in wild 
animals treating everything 
from a whale who enjoys 
English stout to an elephant 
with a toothache. Good light 
reading. 


